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August 5, 2009

Redskins Park

Redskins Head Coach Jim Zorn

On D.J. Hackett:

“DJ Hackett came in, and the thing that was really hard was to make room for him. Letting Roydell [Williams] go with an injury, that’s hard for me, because he was making his way. Yet we had to have a receiver, and Hack [Hackett] knows the offense, knows the terminology, he was here before for a short time, and he did great. I think he will perform very well. He’s been trying to get on a team, and some guys haven’t had that fortune to get on a team. Now he’s got a chance here. He worked right into today. Usually it takes a while to get up to speed, and he just ran the routes.”

On the level of concern for the offensive line’s injuries:

“My level of concern is just that we are getting the reps that it takes to be cohesive. They are nagging pulls and strains and things like that, so I’m not as concerned about the injury as I am the lack of work that we get when we are injured like that. I don’t like to say, ‘It’s just part of training camp,’ but it just seems that when you’re struggling and straining – these guys are so big and every play they are banging and moving and trying to do it right – we get little nagging pains like that. It slows down the ability to work together as a unit.”

On why Devin Thomas was held out of practice today:

“We just kept him out because he’s got a sore hamstring. It’s not a pulled hamstring, and I don’t want it to pull. We are just trying to be cautious with him that’s all.”

On Randy Thomas’ health:

“He’s ratcheting it down, and then we need to rev it back up. It’s going to be this up and down, getting reps and then resting, kind of training camp for him. At the end of this thing we need to have him ready to go.”

On Devin Thomas’ and Malcolm Kelly’s minor injuries:

“I guess it’s frustrating for them and us. It’s not quite as big of a sting as it was last year. The good about this is that they don’t have pulls. They aren’t going to be out for weeks. These are just days. We tried to even go with Malcolm this morning and we just limited what he did. He started things out and we tailed him off. I think the guys that are showing you what it’s like to be a seasoned pro, are Santana [Moss] and Antwaan [Randle El]. Those guys have endless energy and are working hard. You saw Santana have a tremendous practice today. It’s not really planned out to throw to one guy the whole time, he just happened to be the guy on the end of a lot of these throws. That just shows that kind of work that is going on for him to get himself ready to play. It’s pretty good.”

On Jim Zorn coaching by example today:

“We were just working on the goal line just trying to throw some goal line patterns. I love that area of the field, so anytime I get a chance to ‘steal a rep’ that’s what I’ve tried to do. I was just trying to talk to them about trajectory, ball speed, the timing of the release, and I look like a gimp out there no question, but sometimes a picture of what I mean - doing it - speaks loudly; although if you saw me out there, you would go, ‘hmm, next.’

On if Chad Rinehart would replace Randy Thomas in the lineup if Randy were injured:

“If Randy could not go, yeah I would feel comfortable. That guard position behind Randy right now is not solid. We are trying different guys there. Chad had a great practice yesterday morning and we expect him to continue to push and get that role. 

On the competition for the second guard spot:

“I’m looking at Jeremy Bridges and D’Anthony Batiste. The other guys are playing left guard, but if we could flip as well. We might move a guy over there. We need guys that can play multiple positions that are in that back-up role.

On Carlos Rogers and his role this season:

“It’s a big year for him. Being injured is very difficult because it takes away the opportunity. It gives another guy an opportunity as well. Justin Tryon has taken advantage of it. Carlos Rogers has to be well or it just continues to digress. When his leg feels good, he’ll be out there and show what he can do. It’s hard. I fully expect him to be there and have a great season. He needs to.”

On London Fletcher being passed up in the Pro Bowl last year:

“I think he’s taken that into every season. He wants to be great. He wants to show that London Fletcher is one of the better linebackers in the league. Because of what he means to this team and this defense, it’s been unfortunate that he hasn’t made the Pro Bowl, when you have the sense that based on his productions he has had Pro Bowl statistics warranting that. There are a lot of good linebackers in the league. He’s just up there with a lot of good linebackers.”

On London Fletcher being away most of the off season:

“I think it’s a concern. He wants to be a part of this club. Yet when you’re working negotiating, it has some sort of effect on the players and how they approach their situation. So they get their strategy going. It wasn’t a strategy to punish our football team. It’s a strategy to look at the contract and see what’s there.”

On how London Fletcher looks on the field:

“He looks seasoned. I’ll tell you what has been great. To watch him audible based on looks and based on what he sees in front of him, getting the correct defensive front, getting the correct call in coverage, moving people around and getting them lined up – especially in the front seven – that’s why he’s there.

On Jason Campbell and the Sports Illustrated jinx:

“I’m not superstitious. He just has to deal with it.”

On the pass protection of the Redskins offensive line:

“It’s a work in progress. I’ll be confident when we play a game, so we are still working on the group. I’m not confident, but not for a particular reason that I am disappointed. I’m just not confident because we just haven’t put the whole thing together.” 

