[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]


              
   
July 31, 2009

Redskins Park

REDSKINS LINEBACKER/DEFENSIVE END BRIAN ORAKPO
On how he feels about being signed:

“I’m really happy with things and relieved.  We got it done.  I’m the type of guy who doesn’t like missing work outs. I know my teammates are out there working and I don’t like missing it. But I am very excited it got done quickly.”
On what time he found out:
“I got a call around 11 or so.  It was late, real late.  You know, very exciting.”

On how his teammates are treating him:

“They got sparked up a little bit. They were saying, ‘big money now is here’ and all this stuff.  It was all fun and games but it was cool.”

On having a sense of urgency to get to practice because of his move to linebacker:

“Not really.  I just wanted to get the deal done.  It really didn’t’ matter. Just wanted to get the deal done, get back here as fast I could and get back to work.”

On how this birthday compares to the rest of them:

“This has to be No.1 man.  I got the deal done and my pocket is a little bigger.  All of this on your birthday is always a good thing.”

On where he was when he got the call:

“When I got the call I was actually celebrating my birthday with my fiancé at a sushi restaurant.  It is actually one of my favorite foods.  Got the call and couldn’t even enjoy it anymore.”

On if he left a bigger tip:

“I don’t know. She [his fiancé] paid for it. It was my birthday dinner.”

On if he had any idea the deal was close to being complete:

“I had somewhat of an idea.  I have been in contact with my agent and he has been explaining to me that we were getting very close.  So, I was very optimistic.  When you start seeing other first-round guys getting signed it is just like a domino effect.  

On Defensive Coordinator Greg Blache saying on Thursday he wanted him to be at training camp because other guys are getting his reps:

“That is Coach Blache for you man. He will tell you the truth.  If I am not here other guys are getting my reps.  But you know, he is not a guy to hold his tongue and that is one thing that I respect. We talked, we laughed and he’s happy I’m out here and we can just keep this thing going.”

REDSKINS DEFENSIVE END PHILLIP DANIELS
On Orakpo:

“I remember early in the offseason I was saying if there was a guy we could draft I hope we would get [Brian] Orakpo. I saw him in the weight room and he works out hard, trains hard. You like to have a guy like that on the team.  He fits in because he listens, you can talk to him and he’s willing to learn.  When I called him on the phone he let me know he was really thankful and he said he’s “willing to come in and learn all he can from you, man.”  That’s the kind of guy you want on your team.  He is definitely a guy that fits in well with us and will make some big plays for this team.”
REDSKINS WIDE RECEIVER MALCOLM KELLY 

On how his knee feels:

“The difference between last year is I used to go back to the hotel and sleep.  Now after practice I go and do some strengthening stuff, I get in the whirlpool, after the pool I do some more strengthening, then I stretch it out and then I go home. A whole lot more maintenance stuff, which is helping out a lot.”
On if he is exactly where he wants to be:

“No, I am not exactly where I want to be.  As far as my knee I am pretty much where I want to be, as far as my confidence in my knee and the way my knee feels.  There are just a few routes that I have to work on getting in and out of.  But once I do that, it is all a mind thing.”

On how important it is to give quarterback Jason Campbell a target in the red zone: 

“It is going to be a big deal. Once we get down there, there will be a lot of points that can be scored.  It’ll be a big part of our offense. We just have to make sure we get down there.”

On how he feels when the crowd reacts to him making a big play:
“You really can’t get too caught up in that.  It was just like that last year and then as soon as I got hurt then they were all upset.  So, I don’t really get into all that.  I just go out there and play football.”

