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August 19, 2009

Redskins Park

REDSKINS HEAD COACH JIM ZORN
On Chris Cooley missing practice:

“[Chris] Cooley just had a sore back, I’m not really concerned, he’s just going to treat it and get going.”

On Mike Williams’ injury:

“Mike Williams sprained his ankle. So he’s just trying to get the swelling down and we just got to see. I can’t say it’s daily because he’s not going to be out of practice tomorrow. But we’re going to try to get him ready as soon as we can, but again that has to do with the ankle and how it responds.”

On if Mike Williams will play Saturday:

“Well, it’ll be questionable. I haven’t had a track history with Mike, so I don’t know how fast he can go and how much he can tough it out. If he’s gimping around we’re not going to play him.
“It’s a low ankle sprain. Little lateral ankle sprain.”

On how much time Mike Williams can miss before it becomes a serious setback for him:

“Every chance we get we want everybody on the field, so everyday. I can’t tell you the degree, but I want everybody to be able to go, and so it is a setback. I can’t tell you much that is. And he’s learned a lot as he’s gone along, as he’s participated. They’ll be some rust, but hopefully we’ll have a little time to get him revved up.”

On Randy Thomas’ recovery from injury last year and his importance to the team:
“I think what he has found is that the repair on his neck was excellent. I think that he’s really battled every day out here. We gave him a breather; I just don’t want to wear him out. I’d call him old school; he just knows how to dissociate pain. He really does. He just kind of blocks it out and goes. He gives you everything he’s got. He’s truly a warrior, he’s a real Redskin. When you think about what you want a Redskins player to be, he’s what we’re looking for.”

On the difficulty of getting long kickoff returns early in with the new kickoff wedge rule:

 “I don’t know. There may be more because guys could be out of position, or the wedge is nonexistent, that’s going to put the kickoff team in different positions too. I think it’s all experimental right now. What cracks me up is every special teams coach is wondering what everybody else is doing. Because it’s so different, it’s so new. So, whatever your history was, in 2009, it’s changed. So now it gives a chance to see what the opponent’s doing. I think they’ll be more ideas coming out of that as we go along.”

On Kevin Barnes:

“Well, our expectations are for him to start elevating his game, and right now with the corner situation we have he’s got to contribute on special teams. He’s got to be able to contribute in subgroups if we so chose to put him out there. And he’ll earn every bit of playing time, it will all be earned. He still has a ways to go. I like his athleticism I think he’s got a real knack of seeing the quarterback and where a receiver is going to be and how to go get the ball. He’s got good hands. He’s a young player who’s learning what the NFL is all about.”
On using instant replay in the preseason:
“I’m going to take every advantage of it as I possible can. I owe it to our football club for that. But I’ve got guys up in our press box who are looking for that. And when we see what we need to see, I’m throwing the flag. If there’s any kind of question then I’ve got to hesitate and I’m not sure about it. Sometimes you just can’t see it fast enough before the next play runs. So that creates some problems, but we’re right on that.”
On any injuries today:
“Devin Clark came off with a sore knee, and I don’t know what the diagnosis is right now. We’re looking at that. Other than that nothing else happened today.”

On which players have been ruled out on Saturday:

“[Anthony] Aldridge, possibly Mike Williams with a sprained ankle, and we’re trying to see what’s up with Devin Clark. That might be the only three right now.”
