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August 6, 2009

Redskins Park

REDSKINS HEAD COACH JIM ZORN

On injured players returning to practice:

“[Anthony] Montgomery got back and he did some things.  Both receivers (Malcolm Kelly and Devin Thomas) came back and then again, right at the end you know, things tightened up a little bit on Devin, so we pulled him back out.  He has a little knot in his hamstring.  It’s not pulled, it’s just sore; and based on what happened to him last year he’s a little nervous to work through it and I don’t want him to pull it either,  so we’re just being cautious with him.”    
On if the young players need to push through their injuries:

“What happens is, I think the younger guys, they’re kind of feeling their way.  And, when you get injured and you actually have a lot of down time, it’s something that makes you nervous about the next time.  I think as they get older, they’ll know more about how their body feels, how they prepare, and they’ll know what they can push through and what they can’t.  And I think that’s the issue.  ”

On if he would consider the injuries a setback:

“I don’t know if it’s a setback, but it is a learning situation for these guys when they’re feeling pain.  They got to know the difference between injury and just being sore.  That’s something they’re working on and we talk about that a lot.  But, you have to listen to our trainers and you have to listen to your own body because they sort of speak to you verbally and non-verbally and you just got to deal with it.  That’s what a lot of these guys are going through right now - how hard can they push to get back and not re-injure what they’ve got going. ”
On pushing the offensive line in pass protection:

“It’s really a matter of our guys working one-on-one with their techniques, and our defensive line making a quick move and us not countering that quick move, and not resetting and getting the blocks; so, we had a couple of wiffs out there today.  Buges (Offensive Line Coach Joe Bugel) doesn’t tolerate it, and even the line, they don’t tolerate it.  But we’ve got to say something, we’ve got to let them know that we know what’s going on and we have to urge them to make a difference on the very next play.  They’ve got to perform, they’ve got to continue to perform.  It is going to be key to our success in the passing game.”  

On what the biggest transition is for Kevin Barnes:
“Kevin is just trying to understand the techniques, and, you know, when you play corner, if you could just line up and play man-for-man the way you wanted to play it, it probably wouldn’t be as difficult.  But, a lot of times the significance is the corners are also playing in regards to the linebacker underneath them, to a safety inside of them and there’s a lot of communication that goes on between those two.  Then, you put motion to it, so things get complicated very quickly and I think for a young guy he is developing confidence in his own talent one-on-one, but he also has to develop that skill level or that confidence in communicating and being in the right position.  Today, I saw Kevin play man-for-man for very well.  Even when we’re playing a Cover 2 where he’s a roll corner, he’s playing pretty good.  But then, you also see him sometimes giving up too much cushion.  He’s working hard.  I’m encouraged with him.  I think he’s having an outstanding camp.” 
On Laron Landry:

“I think Laron is very ready to play.  I see a guy that is very confident in his skill level, number one, but also confident in the calls that are being made.  I think he’s much further along in his career, being his third year, and I think he’s got much more of a feel for what he’s preparing for and what he has to do in these preseason and regular season games.” 
On if Greg Blache will use Laron Landry differently this year:

“I don’t see that.  I think that it may be that he’s able to do more of what we want him to do, not something new.  It’s just that we’re able to take the defense a little bit further with him because he sees the formations and the splits and all those things.” 

On Hunter Smith’s effect on the punting game:

“We were 32nd in punting and we went through three punters last year.  So, Hunter the punter is going to have a significant impact on our football team.  He has tremendous maturity, he has a tremendous leg, and I think he is a tremendous competitor.  He wants to be good, he is good, so, we’ve already improved that by him being here.  But when he performs, with his versatility of being able to kick left, right, middle, it’s really going to significantly help us.”

On if outsiders overlook the signing of Hunter Smith as a significant move:

“Well, yeah, and also, when you talk about free agent acquisitions, that was as good an acquisition potentially as Albert Haynesworth or DeAngelo Hall, because of the direct impact on field position.  We are going to have to punt this year, and when we punt, it’s just going to be a tremendous asset to us in our punt coverage.”

On Santana Moss tweaking something at the end of practice:

“I think everything is OK.  He felt a little jerk in his hamstring.  We’re going to get it iced down and find out what we have to do this afternoon.  It was a great play on his part.  Again, it was raining, he slipped, he got knocked down, and we’re just going to be cautious of it.”

On Randy Thomas’ status:

“He felt a lot better yesterday evening, felt better this morning, so he’s on his way back.  I can’t tell you the exact moment he’ll be back on the field.  He may go this afternoon.  Just depends on what our charge is for him, and I don’t know that answer.”

On Jason Campbell taking more risks in the morning practice:

“The two interceptions he threw today I did not encourage him to do.  What we’re working on is moving on from some of those things.  I call these things “flick” throws.  That’s not him.  He didn’t do that last year.  Most quarterbacks hate to throw the ball away.  That’s what I wanted him to do on those two throws.  I don’t think he’s taking risks.  I think he’s getting up to speed, starting to feel his arm, and he can really throw with ball speed.  He can hit some things that other guys cannot do because of the ball speed, so that’s what I’m encouraged by.”

On how live the scrimmage will be on Saturday:

“Live is live so it’s going to be a full scrimmage.  There won’t be a lot, so we’re going to pick our plays and how we do it.  Ones versus twos, twos versus ones, how many plays, all of that will be scripted.  We’ll be live except for the QB.  We’ll blow a quick whistle on him.  We will punt, but it won’t be live.  We’re going to get our coverage going.  We’re not going to do kickoffs.  Our field goals and our extra points if we score will be involved and that will be a competitive situation for our kickers.”
On having referees at practice:

“It was very good and that’s going to very significant.  I wish we had some more time with them.  The time they’re going to spend with us is going to be invaluable.  They’re seeing the holding, offsides, illegal formation, illegal use of hands down the field.  It’s really going to help our players if they listen.  We had one player today who held, the officially threw the flag, and he rolled his eyes as if to contradict the official.  That’s not the response we want.  What you got to do is think about what you did and how that looked to the official in that situation because the official is right.”

On Reed Doughty:

“He’s been impressive.  This is his second or third pick of training camp.  What he’s doing around the line of scrimmage is great too.  His body feels better.  He’s done a tremendous job getting back after his surgery and he’s working hard.  I see him being a real big part of our special teams and I think he’s going to be in a supportive role, but he’s going to work his way onto the field.  I have confidence in him when he’s out there, no question.”  
